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the beach.    When those on board saw the signal, they im-
mediately went into the port and landed the mules.    The
merchants considering that if the animals were embarked
again they might die from being so harassed, determined to
send the ship to El Nombre de Dies, while they led the mules
there by land.   This they prepared to do, and laid in a stock
of food, sufficient, as they thought, for the journey.    The
merchants requested me to be pleased to accompany them,
and so we started, taking with us a Spaniard, not a very ex-
perienced guide, and twenty black slaves belonging to the
merchants, each carrying a knife in his hand to clear the
path for us; nor could we ever have got on without this
precaution, for it was crossed by frequent branches.    After
having walked very slowly during fourteen days we had
accomplished little more than half the journey, and found
only the remains of the abandoned huts of the Indian vil-
lages which existed when they were prosperous.    The mer-
chants had already decided that one of the mules must be
killed, since their provisions were finished ; when one even-
ing about sunset, whilst on the summit of a hill, to the great
joy of all we saw a smoke, and the guide asserted that it
proceeded from the dwelling of some Indians.    Still he was
of opinion that we should not go there until two or three
hours after nightfall, and so take them by surprise : alleging
this good reason, that if we went immediately, the moment
they saw us, thinking that we were certainly going to make
them slaves (as used to be the case before the imperial edict
came from Spain ordering their freedom), they would escape
to the woods, and we should not be able to get any pro-
visions.
We adopted his advice, and the more to insure our not
being seen, we descended half way down the hill, and waited
there a great part of the night. We then went to the houses,
which were four, and very small; we entered, and the noise
awakening the Indians, as %oon as they perceived us, they